
Marriage

R g. ARRTAGE is the sacrament of,love between man and wofiran. In its

AVA celebration, a couple become one in their love for each other, and

a sign of the love Christ has for his Church.
A man and a woman wish to give themselves entirely to each other.

They wish to unite their individual lives into a new liG together. They

inviie God and man to witness and to bless their pledge of faithfulness

and love.
Out of their love a hew family is to be born within the parish family"

So the parish gathers, in the persons of parents, relatives and friends, to

witness and to approve the decision the couple has made.

The Christian lives in Christ, and so the new iife which is begun in

Christian marriage is Christ's life" The love which unites Christian

husband and wife is Christ's love.
The union of a Christian man and woman is a sign of the union

between Christ and his Church; their love is a sign of his love for his

Church. Out of their love for each other, husband and wife are to show

forth Christ's love in the wortrd. Their love is to be fruitful in producing
new life, and in spreading Christ's peace and his love in the world.

. In the marriage rite, it is the couple themselves who are ministers of
the sacrament to each other. They take each other for better or worse.

They exchange rings as a sign of their fidelity. It is their words of choice

which are the sign of God's power acting in thern.
The celebration of rnar riage ordinarily takes place within the cele-

bration of the Eucharist. The love and unity of marriage are perfected in
the Eucharist, the sacrament of love and unity" For ,a man and woman
united in Christ, the Eucharist will always be a rp#irl sign of the love
which binds them together. ,:

Blessi*g of an E*gagernent

Since the months before marriage are an important preParation in many

ways, a couple intending rnarciaqe may seek the blessing of the Church
and the support ofthe parish family during this time. The couple prom-
ises to gro* in love for each other so as to be better Prepared for the

dry on which they will give themselves to each other entirely.

This rite may also be used for groups, perhaps during a series of
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Pre-Cana conferences. It may be celebrated in the church, in the home,
or in any suitable place. The pastor or another may act as leader.

? Entrance

An appropriate hymn, swch A.s Atro. zg 0r ^h/o. t t8, may be sung.

Priest: Hear the word of the Lord, o nations,
proclaim it on distant coasts, and say:

People: HE wuo scATTERED rsRAEL, Now cATHERS THEM TocETmR,
HE GUARDS THEM AS A SHEPHERD HIS FLGCK.
THE LORD SHALL RANSOM JACOB,
HE SHATL REDEEM HIM FROM TI{E HAND OF HIS CONQUEROR.

Priest: shouting they shaltr mounr the heights of Sion,
they shall come,streaming to the Lord's blessings:

People: THE GRATN, THE wrNE, AND THE orr,,
THE SHEEP AND THE OXEN.
THEY THEMSELVES SHALL BE LIKE UTATERED GARDENS,
NEVER AGAIN SHALL THEY LANGUISH.

Priest: Then the young girls shall make memy and dance,
and young men and old as well.

PeopLe: THE L'RD SHALL TURN THEIR MoURNING To JoY,
I{E WILL CONSOLE AND GLADDEN THEM AFTER THEIR SORROWS.

JEREMTAH 3r:ro_r3
Reading

STRACH 5r:23_3 o

. R esponse

Priest: Stern as death is love,
PeopTe: RELENTLEJS AS A BLAZING FIRE IS DEvoTIoN.

DEEP VTATERS CANNOT QUENCH LOVE,
NOR'FLOODS S'U/EEP IT AWAY. soNG oF sor,oMorrr g :6_7

' 
The leader may giue a short homily.

Exchange of Promises

If o ring is to be giuen, the man places it on the finger of his fancde while
making his promise.

MAN: BEFORE GOD AND TIIESE PEOPT,E, I LOVE YoU AND I PR6MISE
TO GROW IN THAT LOVE IN PREPARATION FOR OUR MARRIAGE.
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Woman: BEIjORE GoD AND THESE pEopLE, r tovn you AND I pR0MISE

TO GRO.W IN TITAT LOVE IN PREPARATION FOR OUR MARRIAGE.

' 
Prayer

Priest: Let us pray.
Father, )ou know that it is not good for a person to be alone, and

that only through sharing all in love cart we become your true sons and

daughters. Mry you give this couple wisdom, and bless them, and may
the time ahead be one of right decisions and honest preparations. 

-W'e

ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: AMEN.

Conclw.s,o,?

An appropriate hymn, swclr.as l/0. Sz 0r.h/0. Zz, may be sung; or alJ recite

together Psalm 148.

Bible Service Before Marriage

The followirg service may be used the night before awedding, perhaps

in connection with the wedding rehearsal, with the wedding party and

close relatives and friends of the couple taking paft, to provide a few
moments of meditation on the meaning and importance of the sacra-

ment which is to be celebrated. The pastor or someone else may serve

as leader, in the church or elsewhere.

Entrance

An appropriate hymn, such as Ado. 14 or.h{0. tr8, may be swng.

Priest: The house of Israel'trusts in the Lord.
He is their help and their shield.

People: THoSE wHo FEAR THE LoRD TRUST IN THE LoRD.

TIE IS THEIR HELP AND THEIR SHIELD.

HHI",ffi '#'JT.;:#I,XI? 
:LE 

S S U S ;

Priest; He will bless those who tear the Lord,
both the small and the great.

People: MAy rHE LoRD BLESS You MoRE AND MoRE,

BOTH YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN.
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MAY YOU BE BLESSED BY THE LORD,
.WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH.

Priest: Heaven is the honre of the Lord,
but the earth he has given ro the children of men.

People: WE GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD,

NC}X/ AND FOREVER.

Reading
cENESrs z: r 8 -24 oR r coRrNTHrANs r 3: r_ro

PSALM I I 3

Response

If there are two readings, thefollowing may be recited between thent:

Priest: Set a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm.

People: FoR srERN AS DEarH rs LovE,
RELENTLESS AS A BIA.ZING FIRE IS DEVOTION;
DEEP WATERS CANNOT QUENCH LOYE,
NOR FLOODS S.WEEP IT AWAY. SoNG oF SoLoMoN 8:6_7

Homily

The priest may giue a short homily

Prayer
\Prirrt: 

Let us pray . 
'

Father, this couple is soon.to become one in marriage. Favor them
t^o.rLrt they *rIli1e by yo^"r holy word. Make them sting in consranr
fidelity ,t + real affection for one anorhe r, and let their l#e be a sign
to the world ofyour lovefor men. E.lp them ro grow in loving s.rrriJ.,
Lord, and support them in times of haidship ,rir,rffering. w; ask this
throughJesus Christ our Lord.

People: AMEN.

Priest: May the Lord bless- you and keep you. Mry the Lord make
his face shine uPon you and be gracious * yor. M"y the Lord give
you Peace.

People: AMEN.

Conclwsion

An appropriate hymn, suchAs-Alo. 83 or l.Vo. 124, may be swng; or all together
recite Psalm 12f.
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